
<DATE>

Dear ………….

Congratulations on your recent election as a member of the Scottish Parliament for <CONSTITUENCY/REGION>. 

I represent <INSERT YOUR ORANISATION NAME HERE> and we believe that health is far more than just the absence of illness. However, the ability to live in good health is often impacted by social factors such as age, ethnicity, gender or income. In 2022-2024, the life expectancy of men in the most deprived communities of Scotland was 16 years lower than that for women living in the least deprived communities. This is unacceptable. 

<OPTIONAL: INSERT ANY EVIDENCE YOU HAVE OF SPECIFIC HEALTH INEQUALITIES>

We are proud members of Voluntary Health Scotland (VHS), a movement for health creation working to reduce health inequalities and enable the people of Scotland to live well. In their Manifesto for Health Creation, VHS have called for: 
· A prevention-centred health system that supports interventions which create health and relieve pressure on acute services. 
· a rights-based approach to decision-making which addresses the root causes of health inequality. 
· Policy solutions which protect the third sector and its workforce, including volunteers, as vital and equal contributors in the delivery of public services. 
· Improved health measures and datasets which are robust, accessible, and focused on enabling health creation. 

We would be happy to meet with you to discuss this further and would also be able to introduce you to colleagues at VHS for a further conversation about the above policy asks. 

The time to prioritise health creation is NOW. We hope we have your support. 

Yours Faithfully, 

<INSERT SIGNATURE AND NAME>
