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After decades of improvement, Scotland's health is worsening



Inequalities are widening



The burden of disease is forecast to increase by 21%

Scottish Burden of Disease Study 2022: Common infectious diseases are defined as: diarrhoea, upper/lower respiratory, and other common, infectious diseases. As these estimates are 

based on the pre-pandemic epidemiological situation, COVID-19 is not included in this category

https://www.scotpho.org.uk/media/2178/sbod-forecasting-briefing-english-november2022.pdf


Economics of Prevention – The cost of inaction

…failure to bolster financial security holds back Scotland’s collective prosperity, 

adding a significant cost to public services while limiting economic 

contributions…. estimating just some of the collective impacts on Scotland’s 

prosperity, we find:

- around £2.3 billion of health boards’ budgets is directed at responding 

to the impacts of poverty, with hundreds of millions more diverted 

through primary care and addressing health inequalities driven by 

financial inequality. 

- around a quarter of a billion pounds may be being spent each year on 

addressing the consequence of poverty in our schools and working to 

increase educational attainment – but often coming too late.

Institute of Public Policy Research -  Tipping the Scales: The Social and Economic Harms of Poverty in Scotland



Change is possible, through investment in prevention



Protect investment in the building blocks of health



PHS will contribute to a whole system endeavour



Public Health Scotland - Working with the Health Creators
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