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Presentation Outline: Themes and Issues

Scotland

AUnderstanding health inequalities within

. . . POV

the wider socio-economic context and sgo'iﬂ‘{,{;‘zm
key policy drivers in contemporary TOOLS FOR TRANSFORMATION
Scotland sgesh s oo

AHow do we make sense of the
prevalence of poverty and inequality in
contemporary Scotland?

ATo what extent is 0a
AThe Social Har ms of

ANeoliberalism and the Strategy of
Inequality

A (This draws on my ongoing work on
austerity and destitution in the context
of contemporary Glasgow and Scotland)
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Poverty in Scotland 2014: The Independence
Referendum and Beyond

Foverty in Scotland 2014 looks at the September 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum and the different
constitutional futures that were then facing the people of Scotland.
By: Dr Gerry Mooney (Department of Sodial Policy and Criminology)

Updated Wednesday 215t January 2015 Pasted under Pecgle, Politics & Law, Poltics, Policy & People,
Economics, Politics
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Fublished in Februsry 2014, and lsunched at the Open University in

Scotland where Scotland’s Deputy First Minister Spoke to the A
themes of the book, Poverty in Scotland 2014 looks, as the subtith Poverty in sc°t Ia“d

supgests, to the September 2014 Scottish Independence mlndu;nmm,“d 2014

and the different c futures that were then
facing the peopls of Scotland.

A central theme of the book is the interconnections between the
issues of constitutional changes, namely further develution - of
varying levels — with Scotland staying within the UK, of full Scottish
independence, and questions and issuss of poverty and inequality
in contemporary Scotland. The overall book does nat take sides on
the Independence question, but cantains contributions from
authors wha reprasent diffarent perspactives on Scotland’s
constitubional future. All the contributors, however, share a
commitmant b challenging poverty 2nd to the creation of a fairer
and sodially just Scottish sccieky within which poverty is effectively
addressed.

Poverty in Scotland 2014 builds on earfier editions of the series, It
provides 2 picture of the overall cantest around paverty and
disadvantage in Scotland, and the role and impact of policies from
the Scottish and UK Governments, The primary difference with the
earlier editions iz the focus on the ways in which issues around
paoverty — and socizl welfare and sodial justice more generally -
came to be entwined with the constibutional debate and the
«competing arguments around Scotland’s future,

Sinca the September 2014 Referandum, which retumed 2 majority NO vate, these issues of social welfare, and arguments
around the devalution of welfare and tax powers, have remained central in the debate that has unfolded,
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Gerry Mooney delves in to a new Oxfam report that lays bare the extraordinary level of inequality in the world.

By: Dr Gerry Mooney (Department of Social Policy and Criminology)

Duration 15 mins Updated Tuesday 2nd February 2016 Twanito. vl
Introductory level Posted under Society Matters, Social Policy
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In media output across much of the world,
‘accompanied by countiess discussions on

iversity

Un

online forums and across various websites,
there has been a considerable amount of
commentary following the publication of the
latest Oxfam report on the extent of global
inequality.

Discover Mercury

Get to know the
planet we're starting
to find out a whole

lot more about.

The new 2016 report, An Economy for the
1% 7, was published to coincide with the
Tatest World Economic Forum event in Davos,
Switzerland. The report highlights that we live
in a world of growing inequality: 3 despening
and widening gulf between the richest 1%
and the rest of humanity.
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Independence, social welfare and a fairer B
Scotland

This collection of articles focuses on the role of social welfare In the debates around Scottish Indepandence.
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A The latest data, for 2013/14, show that after housing costs are taken >c°ta
intol 002dzy X Y2NB GKIYy 2yS Ay FTAOS 2F
(22%0r 210,000 children).

A Almostone in seven childrem Scotlandive with income poverty/material
deprivation combined13%o0r 130,000 children).

A Satistics show thatelative poverty has remained stalile Scotland: in 2010/11
and2013/14, 210,000 children livad relative poverty.

A Numberof workingage adults living in relative poverty orflyctuated between
570,000 and 600,000, and the number of peopl@@&fsion agdiving in relative
poverty was 120,000.

AThereKI & 0SSY S@OARSYOS 2F Ay GhN&atutencgn® S
crisisamongScottish households

A Recentrendssuggesthat there has been an increase in material
deprivation(and income poverty combined) among childiarScotland

A Povertyis intensifying, witran increasinqiumber of people facing an immediate
and acute income crisis,

A Rising levelsf demand on foodanksreflecting growth in food poverty.



Poverty: A Scotland-wide Problem?

Scotland
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Aldea of ©Oausterityd has entered popul ar u
become the watchword of the period from 2007/8 to the present day.
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AWe live in O0the age of austerityé, David

A Used in everyday language, even though its origins lie in a mix of economics and
moral imaginings about the state of the economy and of society at large:the 6 Br o k e n
Sociletyo

A For the 2010-2015 UK Coalition Government, austerity as the only option available to
deal with the UKO6s economic and fiscal cr

AThe idea of Oausterityd has entered polit
shorthand way of capturing the period of economic and financial crisis that engulfs
much of the UK today. It is presented and represented almost as a technical term,
devoid of any political basis, seemingly neutral in that the main Westminster political
parties saw Oausterityd cuts as offering
health. The term also played a key role in both the 2010 and 2015 General Election
campaigns.

A The notion serves to legitimate the huge reductions in public funding, in services, in
benefits as well as a range of Orefor mso
(the latter two primarily in England, much less so in the devolved countries of the UK).

A Broad political consensus about austerity among the main UK parties (SNP aside
arguably?)
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A Key role of the state contrary to neoliberal ideology: state as laissez faire at the top but
hugely interventionist in relation to the regulation and policing of disadvantage and of,
LISNODSAPSR WLINRPOESY LRLMzZ I A2yaqQyY LYONSBI

regulating and resocialising the poor!

A Austerity and economic crisis as raising huge issues about redistributive justice and
injustice in our society

A In March 2015 Scottish Government data revealed that income inequality in Scotland
was 3% lower than the UK, income was more unevenly distributed in Scotland with the
bottom 40% households had around 20% of total household income with the top 10%
sharing 25% of all household income in Scotland

A Wealth inequality was even more unevenly distributed with the top 20% owning 44% of
all personal wealth

AhEFIY {O2GtFyR onnmp0 SaGAYIFGSR GKIdG {O
the poorest 20% of the population with the richest 14 families sharing greater levels of
income and wealth than the most deprived 30%

A Austerity programmes have or are dismantling not only benefits and services, but also
the mechanisms which work to reduce inequality and enhance equity

A The stigmatisation, demonisation and misrepresentation of people
experiencing poverty and disadvantage continues to feature prominently
In public and political accounts of poverty



Societies: Elites, Austerity and the Production
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A From Criminology and Critical Social Policy: focuSammal Harms
(Pemberton 2015)

A Capitalist societies are organised in specific ways that are intrinsically
harmful (exploitation, commodification, alienation, crisis prone)

A However, the extent and experience of harm is not inevitajtevaries,
according to the forms social organisation take

A Social Harms: Homicide, Suicide, Infant Mortality, Poverty/Child Poverty,
Long Working Hours, Financial Insecurlty, Social Isolation, Other forms of
)\)faSOdzNJ\ueXCD'-FEE R FdzSt> KSIf KX

A Austerity has intensified the shift in many societies to an increasing neo
liberal and ultimately more harmful mode of social organisation

A Current agenda driven by vested ideological and material interests
A State produced social harms

A Time bomb of social harm: it is not a statistical fluctuation, result
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