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emily.tweed@nhs.net @emilyjanetweed

mailto:emily.tweed@nhs.net


Background

What is data linkage?

emily.tweed@nhs.net @emilyjanetweed

mailto:emily.tweed@nhs.net


Background

What is data linkage?

emily.tweed@nhs.net @emilyjanetweed

Data from other sectors

Death records

Survey data

Health service data

Census

mailto:emily.tweed@nhs.net


Background

emily.tweed@nhs.net @emilyjanetweed

mailto:emily.tweed@nhs.net


Background

Lung cancer rates among men living in West of Scotland

2001-2012
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Housing Regeneration and Health Study: Swansea University
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Application to homelessness

Concealed and 
overcrowded 
households

Sofa surfing 

Temporary 
accommodation

Emergency 
accommodation

Rough sleeping
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Data sources

Housing status                                         Health status

HL1

PREVENT1

HL2/3

Others? 

Hospital 
contacts

Prescribing & 
primary care

Mortality

Others…
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Current landscape

• Fife project

• Scottish Government project

• Health & Social Care Data Integration – ISD

• Local needs assessments

• Hard Edges Scotland

• ?Linkage for research purposes
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Future possibilities

How can we use data linkage to…?

Improve services and 
joint working

Improve understanding of
• causes
• consequences
• interventions
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Future possibilities

What are the research priorities?
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Causes?

Consequences?

Interventions?

mailto:emily.tweed@nhs.net


Future possibilities

How can we ensure that hidden populations 
are represented in data linkage projects?
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Future possibilities

Stakeholder involvement and knowledge exchange
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Keeping in touch

• Details below!

– Questions

– Feedback

– Collaborations

• ScotPHN Housing & Health project

• Neil – national homelessness & health lead
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